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MEETING NOTES 
 

Project: Wissahickon Gateway Trailhead Project No.: 24031.10 

Location: 
Venice Island PAC 
7 Canal St 
Phil d l hi  PA 19 

Meeting 
Date/Time: 

Nov 06, 2024 
6:00 PM 

Topic: Public Meeting #1 - Brainstorm Issue Date: 11/11/2024 
 

ATTENDEES: 
• Pete Simone, Principal, Simone Collins Landscape Architecture (SC) 
• David Bender, Staff Landscape Architect, SC 
• Michelle Armour, Staff Landscape Architect, SC 
• Gwen McCauley, Executive Director, Manayunk Development Corp. (MDC) 
• Carla Ferro, MDC 
• Jamie Wyper, Steering Committee 
• David Decca, Steering Committee 
• John Hunter, Steering Committee
• Sarah Clark Stuart 
• Representative Tarik Khan 
• Amanda Collett 
• Arlene Jones 
• Lisa Stout 
• John Carpenter 
• Suzanne Hagner 
• Carson Fisk-Vittori 
• Derek Frech 
• Rodney Salzar 
• Theresa Everline 
• Marissa Zhao 
• Jeff Goldman 
• Chris Leswig 
• MJ Santry 
• Jen Wallace 
• Jake Thompson 
• Kyle Montgomery 
• Evan Garcia 
• Geoff Brock 
• Nina Solomonic 

• Shawn Bachman 
• Dan Chabanov 
• Gary Brown 
• Diane Hulboy 
• Tyra Duhan 
• Beth Fast 
• Griffin Affel 
• Sandy Zanetto 
• Nolan Green 
• Yoav Kallus 
• Kevin A Turner 
• Aaron Holly 
• Celeste Hardester 
• Don Knierien 
• Wes Hanna 
• Maryann DiGiacomo 
• Jordan Abrama 
• Nancy Johnston 
• Carolyn Sutton 
• K. Richardson 
• M Finch 
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• H Janway 
• Ashcon Zand 
• Eric Dixon 

• Greg Mytorb 
• Elisabeth Fischer 
• Todd Zielinski 

 
NOTES: 

1. Welcome remarks by Gwen McCauley, Executive Director of the Manayunk 
Development Corporation. 
 

2. Presentation of $34,500 check from State of PA via Representative Tarik Khan 
to the Manayunk Development Corporation towards this project. 

 
3. Peter Simone of Simone Collins Landscape Architecture introduced the project 

team, planning process, project site, and precedent examples. 
 

4. The public shared facts, ideas, and concerns about the project site and its 
integration into the Schuylkill River Trail, surrounding properties, and the 
neighborhoods it serves. See “Public Input” section below for details. 

 
5. Peter Simone thanked attendees for participating and asked them to bring a few 

friends to the next public meeting on December 9th, 2025, again at the Venice 
Island PAC, from 6:00 - 8:00 PM. At that meeting, the public will provide 
feedback on the Draft Master Plan. 

 
PUBLIC INPUT: 
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This report represents the Professional’s summation of the proceedings and is not a transcript.  
Unless written notice of any correction or clarification is received by the Professional within 
ten days of issue, the report shall be considered factually correct and shall become part of the 
official project record. 

 
Sincerely, 
SIMONE COLLINS, INC. 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
 
 
 
David Bender, IDSA, Associate ASLA 
Staff Landscape Architect 
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